Library 

of 

Phillips  Academy 

Accession  No.       Shelf  No. 


BEQUEST  OF 
R.  SINGLETON  PEABODY,  Esq. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/robertspeabodymu1959doug 


ROBERT  S.  PEABODY  FOUNDATION  FOR  ARCHAEOLOGY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
*959 


PHILLIPS  ACADEMY 
Andover,  Massachusetts 


57  6>(e 

5  5"  Cc  January  lit,  i960 

ft*.  John  M.  Kemper 

Jlerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

fillips  Academy 

Lndover,  Massachusetts. 

)ear  Mr.  Kemper: 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  as  of  the  close  of  1959 3  com~ 
)letion  of  the  reinstalation  of  exhibits  in  the  North  Room  is  in  sight.  At 
rear's  end,  displays  and  layouts  for  all  but  one  case  and  the  two  introductory 
:ases  have  been  either  completed,  or  are  well  on  their  way  to  completion.  Since 
.ast  year  at  this  time,  eight  cases  have  been  completed,  maintaining  our  average 
.nstalation  period  of  six  weeks  per  case  in  spite  of  repeated  interruptions.  The 
.ntroductory  cases  cannot  be  completed  until  all  other  displays  are  finished. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Museum  increases  slowly  but  steadily,  as  in- 
terested persons  come  from  surrounding  towns.    Casual  visitors  in  summer  have 
>een  more  numerous  than  in  previous  years.    In  spite  of  prevailingly  stormy  week- 
snds  during  the  autumn  and  Christmas  vacation,  we  have  had  visitors  who  come  to 
stay  and  study  the  cases  and  return  on  more  than  one  occasion.    Some  of  the  visi- 
-ors  have  been  outspokenly  enthusiastic  about  the  displays  and  often  have  gone  out 
>f  their  way  to  express  appreciation  to  one  of  us.    A  number  of  those  who  have 
dsited  other  archaeological  museums  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  our  new  room 
-S  more  thoughtfully  laid  out,  and  tells  more  of  a  story  than  do  displays  in  other 
iuseums  that  they  have  visited.    This  is  gratifying  indeed,  and  we  must  confess 
that  these  comments  have  made  all  our  time  and  effort  well  worth  while. 

We  may  now  look  ahead  to  the  renovation  and  reinstalation  of  the  exhibitions 
.n  the  South  Room  in  keeping  with  the  new  North  Room.    Because  of  a  number  of  fac- 
tors, the  renovated  South  Room  will  differ  in  many  ways  from  the  North  Room.  We 
shall  not  attempt  to  show  Southeastern  archaeology  in  the  detail  with  which  we  have 
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treated  the  Northeast.    For  one  thing,  our  resources  are  limited,  and  while  we 
have  a  number  of  good  collections,  they  are  by  no  means  representative  of  the 
entire  area. 

Thus,  we  have  the  Etowah  collection,  excavated  by  Mr.  Moorehead  in  192£- 
1927.    Our  collection  is  small,  but  it  includes  several  fine  pieces  that  are 
internationally  known.    The  Moore  Collection    comprises  pieces  excavated  by 
Clarence  B.  Moore,  under  auspices  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  during 
the  last  decade  of  the  19th  century  and  the  first  two  decades  of  the  20th. 
Part  of  this  collection  was  presented  to  the  Foundation  by  Mr.  Moore  and  the 
Society  at  some  time  before  1933.    Our  portion  of  this  collection  includes 
some  pieces  which  recently  have  been  recognized  as  being  crucial  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  history  of  aboriginal  ceramics  in  Florida. 

Quite  evidently  we  shall  exhibit  these  to  best  advantage  and  will  make 
no  attempt  to  display  representative  collections  from  sites  or  to  demonstrate 
solutions  of  problems,  as  we  have  in  the  North  Room. 

Although  we  had  made  no  plans  for  any  field  work  in  1959 ,  the  Foundation 
carried  on  three  small  programs.    The  first  of  these  was  a  direct  outgrowth  of 
studies  in  connection  with  reinstalations  in  the  North  Room.    In  our  last  re- 
port we  noted  that  three  papers  had  been  prepared  as  the  result  of  such  analyses, 
among  them,  Mr.  Johnson's  study  of  collections  received  under  the  will  of  the 
late  Howard  Torrey.    In  particular,  the  material  from  the  Freeman-Paine  site  on 
Cape  Cod  presented  a  number  of  puzzling  problems  which  were  in  no  way  simplified 
by  Mr.  Torrey 's  notes.    Although  the  notes  supplied  data  regarding  position  and 
relationships  among  specimens,  they  only  vaguely  touched  on  such  matters  as  lay- 
ering in  the  soil  which  is  of  primary  importance  for  interpreting  the  history  of 
the  site. 

During  May,  Mr.  Johnson  visited  Dr.  Frederick  Raddin,  of  East  Orleans,  Massa- 
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chusetts,  a  collector  who  had  also  worked  on  the  Freeman-Paine  site.    He  kindly 
gave  much  first-hand  information  about  the  site,  and  presented  to  the  Foundation 
a  significant  group  of  artifacts  which  he  himself  had  excavated  there.  Pieces 
in  this  group  duplicate  types  in  the  Torrey  Collection,  but  their  principal  value 
lies  in  information  which  they  give  concerning  quantities  of  the  more  unusual 
forms  of  weights  used  on  spear-throwers,  and  the  small  quartz  arrow  points  for- 
merly used  by  aboriginal  inhabitants'  of  the  Cape. 

Next,  Mr.  Ross  Moffett,  of  Provincetown,  joined  Mr.  Johnson  for  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  site.    Mr.  Moffett  combines  with  his  career  as  an  artist  a  not  in- 
considerable ability  as  an  amateur  archaeologist,  and  has  a  more  than  passing 
knowledge  of  sites  on  the  Cape.    He,  also,  had  been  at  the  Freeman-Paine  site 
and  could  supply  first-hand  information.    Their  inspection  was  successful  in 
that  it  uncovered  a  pit  which  promised  to  provide  charcoal  for  radiocarbon  dating 
as  well  as  answers  to  various  questions  concerning  layering  in  the  soil.  Because 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  properly  to  excavate  the  pit,  they  camouflaged  it, 
and  covered  it  with  thorny  brush,  tin  cans,  and  other  refuse.    In  the  autumn  they 
returned,  with  the  generous  permission  and  enthusiastic  support  of  Mr.  Peter  Brown, 
of  Wellfleet,  owner  of  the  land,  to  excavate  the  pit  in  a  pouring  rain.    The  pit 
proved  to  be  a  puzzle,  for  it  contained  not  only  quantities  of  charcoal,  but  also 
pieces  of  unburned  wood.  The  contents  suggest  that  the  pit  may  not  be  the  work  of 
Indians,  but  since  archaeologic  methods  cannot  answer  this  question,  we  await  re- 
sults of  a  preliminary  radiocarbon  assay  before  passing  an  opinion. 

During  the  course  of  the  work,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Moffett  found  an  area  of 
about  500  square  feet  which  had  not  been  excavated  by  anyone.    Mr.  Brown  has  given 
permission  to  continue  investigations,  and  plans  to  put  a  crew  of  several  men  to 
work  there  during  April,  I960,  are  now  being  formulated.    It  is  hoped  that  this 
program  will  supply  much-needed  information  on  several  points  bearing  on  the 


stratification  of  the  site,  and  the  existence  of  a  shell-heap  above  the  zone 
from  which  the  artifacts  came.    Mr.  Torrey's  notes  are  not  clear.,    While  this 
additional  work  has  held  up  publication  of  the  paper,  data  gained  from  it  not 
only  justify  the  delay  but  increase  the  value  of  the  report. 

Last  year,  Mr.  0,  J.  Neill,of  Ottawa,  Ohio,  sent  his  collection  to  Mr. 
Johnson  for  study  and  an  expression  of  opinion.    Preliminary  examination  showed 
that  the  collection  included  implements  of  a  number  of  categories,  including, 
in  addition  to  Archaic  and  later  forms,  a  class  of  material  for  which  there  is 
next  to  no  information  from  Ohio.    This  includes  a  variety  of  artifacts,  among 
which  is  a  fluted  point,  that  are  ordinarily  associated  with  early  occupants  of 
the  Northeast,    Mr.  Neill  stated  that  the  collection  had  been  made  along  twelve 
miles  of  the  Blanchard  River  in  northwestern  Ohio.    The  sites  from  which  Mr. 
Neill  collected  the  seemingly  early  material  are  located  below  the  topsoil  and 
on  top  of  the  gravels  of  the  first  river  terrace.    They  all  lie  within  an  area 
that  was  a  bay  of  glacial  Lake  Maumee,  but  there  is  as  yet  no  information  to  con- 
nect them  either  with  the  lake  or  with  any  geologic  event.    The  location  of  the 
sites  and  the  character  of  the  artifacts  indicate,  however,  that  they  are  of  con- 
siderable antiquity. 

In  June,  Mr.  Johnson  went  to  Ottawa  to  spend  a  day  with  Mr,  Neill  gathering 
detailed  information  needed  to  compile  a  report  which  is  now  in  first  draft.  This 
will  be  edited  and  prepared  for  publication  with  illustrations  from  among  some  150 
photographs . 

On  Commencement  Day,  Boston  newspapers  carried  an  account  of  digging  at  an 
Indian  site  in  Wayland,  Massachusetts.    Mr.  Byers  was  called  that  night  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Smith,  an  amateur  archaeologist  who  has  long  been  friendly  with  the  Founda- 
tion.   He  passed  along  word  that  the  site  in  question  was  unusual,  and  that  we 
should  come  at  once.    Accordingly,  Mr.  Byers  went  on  Sunday.    The  scene  was  one  of 
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utter  chaos |  young  and  old  were  digging  feverishly  with  every  imaginable  instru- 
ment.   The  landowner  was  disturbed  and  anxious  that  material  be  protected  and  pre- 
served, but  without  police  protection  this  was  impossible .    Although  such  protec- 
tion was  promised  it  was  not  forthcoming  immediately,  and  vandalism  continued  un- 
til watchmen  went  on  duty  2k  hours  a  day. 

Since  Mr.  Byers  had  appointments  at  Halifax  and  Wolfville,  Nova  Scotia,  Mr. 
Johnson  took  charge  of  the  Wayland  operation.    Constant  rain  prevented  work,  making 
it  necessary  to  keep  guards  posted  for  more  than  a  week.    When  it  was  possible  to 
undertake  salvage  operations  it  became  evident  that  the  unprincipled  looting  had 
gutted  an  Indian  site  of  very  great  importance.    This  discouraging  act  of  vanda- 
lism destroyed  what  was  probably  a  unique  site,  containing  essential  information 
concerning  the  place  in  time,  trade  relations,  and  cultural  connections  of  late 
Archaic  occupants  of  eastern  Massachusetts.    Enough  remained  to  show  that  the  place 
had  not  only  been  used  for  burial  of  the  dead,  but  also  as  a  place  where  Indians 
had  cooked  meals.    Possibly  the  occupation  of  the  place  was  in  connection  with 
rites  accompanying  the  interment  of  the  dead,  for  there  was  clearly  a  connection 
between  the  two  uses. 

Through  the  effort  of  Mr.  B.  L„  Smith,  the  Foundation  has  received  the  speci- 
mens from  several  graves  on  long  time  loan.    These,  together  with  the  material  and 
information  secured  by  our  excavations s  will  provide  a  meager  picture  of  the  use 
of  the  site.    All  available  specimens  have  been  photographed.    A  report  is  in 
process. 

The  trip  which  took  Mr.  Byers  to  Nova  Scotia  in  June  was  planned  as  the  re- 
sult of  correspondence  over  several  years  between  Mr.  John  S.  Erskine,  of  Wolf- 
ville, and  Mr0  Byers.    Mr.  Erskine,  a  man  of  wide  interests  in  the  natural  sciences, 
but  without  archaeological  training 5  has  been  carrying  on  work  on  Indian  sites  for 
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the  Nova  Scotia  Museum  of  Science.    Material  which  he  has  been  uncovering  cor- 
responds so  closely  to  that  which  the  Foundation  has  excavated  from  certain  sites 
in  Maine  that  it  seemed  most  necessary  to  make  an  on-the-spot  examination  of  sites 
and  collections..    It  also  seemed  wise  to  confer  with  Mr,  Donald  K.  Crowdis,  Di- 
rector of  the  Museum. 

Mr.  Byers  went  directly  to  Halifax  where  Mr„  Crowdis  put  aside  all  work, 
and  devoted  the  better  part  of  the  day  to  a  discussion  of  archaeological  prob- 
lems and  procedure,,      In  the  course  of  the  day,  Mr.  Crowdis  took  MrD  Byers  to 
the  Provincial  Museum  on  Citadel  Hill  to  examine  collections  and  instalations „ 
Mr,  Byers  suggested  various  steps  which  should  be  taken  to  systematize  and  pre- 
serve the  collections,  including  cataloguing  and  storing  pieces  where  they  would 
be  properly  protected  from  further  damage.    Discussions  concerning  an  archaeol- 
ogical program  concerned  a  good  part  of  the  day.    At  these  discussions  Mr.  Byers 
emphasized  the  tragic  affair  at  Wayland,  insisted  on  the  need  for  strict  control 
of  such  a  program.    Possible  legislation  to  protect  antiquities  was  also  con- 
sidered. 

One  outgrowth  of  the  conversations  was  the  calling  of  the  First  Conference 
on  Nova  Scotia  Archaeology  on  October  31 -November  1,  to  which  Mr,  Byers  was  in- 
vited.   Others  in  attendance  were  Canadians,    The  Conference  was  called  for  the 
express  purpose  of  considering  ways  and  means  of  preserving  archaeological  re- 
sources in  Nova  Scotia  before  they  are  entirely  destroyed.    As  a  result,  an  in- 
ventory of  existing  specimens  and  a  listing  of  sites  has  been  undertaken.  Plans 
for  an  archaeological  survey  of  Nova  Scotia  were  also  drawn  up. 

Mr.  Byers  spent  several  days  in  Wolfville  with  Mr.  John  Erskine,  going  over 
his  collections  and  making  notes.    He  had  intended  to  photograph  as  much  of  the 
collection  as  seemed  important,  but  there  were  no  facilities  properly  to  make 
detailed  photographs.    Plans  were  therefore  made  to  photograph  the  collection  at 
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a  later  date.    The  chance  came  at  the  time  of  the  Conference  at  the  end  of 
October . 

The  trips  to  Nova  Scotia  have  been  extremely  productive .    The  Foundation 
has  not  only  made  contacts  with  archaeologists  in  the  Province ,  but  also  gained 
knowledge  that  connections  between  the  Indians  of  Maine  and  those  of  Nova  Scotia 
were  much  more  intimate  than  had  been  imagined.    There  is  some  reason  to  believe, 
for  example,  that  the  same  hand  made  two  pottery  vessels,  one  found  at  the  Rich- 
ards Shell  Heap,  in  Blue  Hill,  Maine,  and  the  other  at  the  Bear  River  Shell  Heap, 
near  Digby,  Nova  Scotia.    Connections  between  some  sites  in  Nova  Scotia  and  some 
around  Passamaquoddy  Bay  also  appear  likely  because  of  close  resemblances  in  pot- 
tery.        Discovery  of  implements  possibly  made  from  stones  occurring  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  also  points  to  frequent  contacts  across  that  body  of 
water . 

In  this  connection,  it  seems  appropriate  to  report  that  a  site  on  Naskeag 
Point,  Maine,  has  been  offered  to  the  Foundation  by  two  amateurs  who  have  been 
digging  there.    The  extent  of  their  depredations  is  not  known,  but  they  have 
promised  full  cooperation  with  the  Foundation.    As  the  landowner  has  given  his 
permission  to  dig,  plans  are  being  made  for  an  excavation  during  the  late  summer 
or  early  autumn.    This  site  assumes  importance  to  the  problem  of  relations  between 
Maine  and  Nova  Scotia  when  it  is  realized  that  some  implements  from  Naskeag  Point 
were  made  from  the  agate  which  occurs  on  Cape  Blomidon,  on  the  Minas  Basin,  Nova 
Scotia.    Since  the  amateurs  have  been  finding  pottery  which  is  not  duplicated  in 
our  collections  from  the  area,  it  is  likely  that  the  site  will  fill  in  a  gap  in 
our  series. 

The  Foundation  has  been  invited  to  undertake  work  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  it  has 
been  intimated  that  some  assistance  might  be  forthcoming.    At  the  present  time  we 
have  too  large  a  backlog  to  undertake  any  extensive  program  such  as  would  be 
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entailed  In  a  Nova  Scotia  project. 

A  report  of  Mr.  Johnson's  trip  to  the  Radiocarbon  Conference  at  Groningen 
in  September  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Sumner  Smith  before  the  October  meeting.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  his  trip  resulted  in  new  contacts  and  the  cementing  of  rela- 
tions with  many  European  scholars  and  institutions  engaged  in  the  kinds  of  work 
which  we  have  been  doing. 

In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Smithy  Mr.  Johnson  recounted  his  visit  with  Dr.  Harry- 
Godwin  and  his  excavation  of  portions  of  a  trackway  across  bogland  near  Glaston- 
bury, Somerset,  England.    Since  they  visited  the  trackway,  Dr.  Godwin  has  been 
able  to  analyze  fossil  pollen  from  the  site.    His  analysis  supports  a  radiocar- 
bon date  which  places  the  trackway  in  the  late  Neolithic.    Thus  it  proves  to  be 
the  earliest  known  in  England.    Further  correspondence  between  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Dr.  Godwin  has  covered  the  manner  in  which  the  Neolithic  people  cut  the  poles 
which  were  used.    In  this  connection,  Mr.  Johnson  has  sent  Dr.  Godwin  photographs 
of  adz -cut  stumps  collected  by  the  Andover-Harvard  Yukon  Expedition  in  19^8,  as 
well  as  extensive  notes  on  the  manner  in  which  the  stakes  for  the  Boylston  Street 
Fishweir  were  cut. 

The  same  letter  also  referred  to  time  which  Johnson  spent  at  the  National 
Museum  in  Copenhagen.    It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  has  sent  Dr.  Helge  Larsen 
of  that  institution  a  photograph  of  a  bow  used  by  the  family  of  one  of  the  Indians 
who  was  with  the  Yukon  expedition.    It  will  serve  as  an  illustration  in  a  book 
which  Larsen  is  preparing. 

As  an  outgrowth  of  conversations  among  a  group  of  archaeologists  at  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  the  Eastern  States  Archaeological  Federation  in  1958,  plans  were 
formulated  for  a  conference  of  eastern  archaeologists  at  which  there  was  to  be 
only  the  most  general  agenda.    It  was  the  intention  to  bring  together  a  group  for 
the  purpose  of  discussions,  without  formal  papers  or  other  barriers  to  free  inter- 
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change  of  ideas.    Twenty  archaeologists  practicing  in  eastern  North  America 
were  accordingly  invited  by  The  Carnegie  Museum  of  Pittsburgh  to  assemble  on 
September  8th  at  the  Powdermill  Nature  Reserve  of  that  Museum  and  to  remain 
until  the  11th »    Mr,  Byers  was  one  of  the  twenty  who  was  privileged  to  attend. 
Four  main  topics  were  suggested  as  fitting  subjects  for  discuss ion „  Because 
each  was  pursued  to  the  limit  of  profitable  interchange  of  views,  only  three 
could  be  covered  in  the  time  available .    It  was  not  intended  that  any  "pro- 
ceedings" should  be  forthcoming,  but  only  that  the  meeting  might  serve  as  a 
stimulus  to  thought*    As  the  conference  disbanded,  it  seemed  evident  that  some 
hidebound  ideas  had  been  jarred  loose,  and  that  what  had  previously  been  stoney 
ground  had  been  tilled  and  fertilized  for  the  reception  of  seeds  of  thought. 
The  Powdermill  Conference  will  meet  each  year  as  long  as  it  produces  results. 

The  Southeastern  Archaeological  Conference  met  in  Mac on, Georgia,  this 
year*    Since  one  of  the  topics  for  discussion  directly  concerned  problems  which 
Mr.  Byers  faces  in  his  analysis  of  pottery  from  Maine,  he  attended  the  sessions 
from  November  12-lU.    While  discussions  of  southeastern  pottery  may  not  seem 
germane  to  the  work  in  which  the  Foundation  is  engaged,  methods  of  handling  the 
subject  matter  are  decidedly  applicable .    He  came  away  with  a  number  of  new  ideas 
about  methods. 

We  have  previously  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  formation  of  Radiocarbon 
Dates  Association,  Inc.,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  making  available  to  students 
authoritative  records  of  radiocarbon  dates  from  the  forty  or  more  laboratories 
throughout  the  world  which  are  engaged  in  such  analyses.    An  instruction  book  and 
the  first  set  of  approximately  1000  cards  have  been  published  and  circulated  to 
subscribers.    Under  Mr.  Johnson's  supervision,  Mrs.  David  C.  Jenney  has  been  pre- 
paring printer's  copy  of  the  second  set  of  1000  cards.    It  is  hoped  that  this  set 
will  be  ready  for  circulation  in  the  spring.    Inevitably  errors  in  notching  have 
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occurred .    These  have  been  carefully  checked  as  to  probable  cause  so  that  the 
production  of  the  second  set  of  1000  cards  may  be  completed  with  greater  accu- 
racy c 

Mr.  Johnson  continues  as  advisor  to  the  Committee  For  the  Recovery  of 
Archaeological  Remains,  a  task  which  consumes  very  little  of  his  time,  but 
keeps  him  in  touch  with  government  archaeological  programs „    He  is  also  on 
the  Consulting  Committee  for  the  National  Survey  of  Historic  Sites  and  Build- 
ings of  the  National  Park  Service.    The  Committee  has  been  asked  to  referee  a 
number  of  studies  of  sites  and  buildings  associated  with  the  history  of  the 
country o    These  can  be  divided  among  a  number  of  "themes ,n  such  ass  Prehistoric 
Hunters  and  Gatherers^    Early  Indian  Farmers;    Spanish  Exploration  and  Settle- 
ment i    Development  of  the  English  Colonies 3    Westward  Expansion  and  the  Exten- 
sion of  the  National  Boundaries?  and  so  forth.    There  are  about  fifteen  themes, 
some  of  which  can  be  covered  in  a  single  study  and  some  which  are  divided  into 
a  number  of  sub-themes.    The  studies,  made  by  personnel  of  the  Park  Service, 
should  provide  the  foundation  for  a  series  of  authentic  popular  books. 

The  Foundation  was  represented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
American  Archaeology,  Salt  Lake  City,  April  29~May  2  by  both  Mr.  Byers  and  Mr. 
Johnson.    Mr.  Byers  continues  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  for  the 
current  fiscal  year.    Mr.  Johnson  has  been  appointed  to  the  Program  Committee 
which  is  making  preparations  for  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  New  Haven,  May  h-1 , 
i960,  and  Mr.  Byers  serves  as  a  member  of  that  committee  ex-officio. 

Mr.  William  A.  Davis  represented  the  Foundation  at  the  annual  meetings  of 
the  American  Association  of  Museums  at  Pittsburgh,  June  k-6,  1959.    The  Foundation 
supplied  part  of  Mr.  Johnson's  expenses  to  Mexico  City,  where  he  was  its  represen- 
tative at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  American  Anthropological  Association,  December 
26-30. 
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During  the  summer,  Miss  Miriam  Putnam  asked  for  advice  about  books  which 
should  be  on  the  shelves  of  "the  Memorial  Hall  Library  on  the  American  Indians, 
American  archaeology,  and  related  matters „    Careful  study  of  the  books  on  hand 
showed  that  they  were  out  of  date,  and  that  the  list  was  badly  in  need  of  revi- 
sion and  modernization *    Mr.  Johnson  is  now  preparing  a  bibliography  for  Miss 
Putnam's  consideration,. 

The  Foundation  issued  PECOS,  NEW  MEXICO*  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  NOTES  in  October, 
1958 «    Reviews  which  have  appeared  in  scientific  journals  have  been  most  favor- 
able,,   We  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  copies  of  two  reviews  which  are  en- 
closed herewith o    A  third  review,  by  Watson  Smith,  which  appeared  in  American 
Journal  of  Archaeology,  Volume  63 3  1959  opens  with  these  words s- 

"Almost  certainly  the  most  comprehensive  program  yet  completed  in  North 
American  archaeology  has  been  that  of  the  Pecos  Expedition,  initiated  by  the 
Robert  So  Peabody  Foundation  in  1915°    For  ten  seasons  Dr,  Alfred  V.  Kidder 
carried  forward  excavations  that  set  a  standard  for  the  archaeological  profes- 
sion on  this  continento  »  .  .  .  The  penumbra  of  Pecos  stretches  far  across  the 
mesas  and  valleys  of  the  Southwest,  and  for  two  generations  has  provided  a  wel- 
come shade  for  hundreds  of  burrowing  archaeologists  there „    The  practice  of  the 
profession  will  never  be  the  same  again,  thanks  to  the  labors,  the  wisdom,  and 
the  devotion  of  Dr,  Kidder  and  his  colleagues 

The  book  has  met  with  a  warm  reception,  particularly  among  Southwesternists , 
and  the  Trustees  should  feel  well  repaid  for  their  patient  endorsement  and  backing 
of  this  important  work. 

Our  library  continues  to  grow  slowly.    During  the  year  we  have  accessioned 
30  volumes.    We  continue  to  subscribe  to  journals  in  our  field,  and  receive  many 
pertinent  scientific  publications  in  exchange  for  our  publications.    One  factor 
which  will  soon  have  to  be  taken  into  account  is  the  limitation  on  our  library  set 


12 


by  the  physical  capacity  of  the  shelves.    It  may  be  that  we  shall  have  to  review 
our  books  and  periodicals  from  time  to  time,  removing  some  to  a  place  of  safe 
storage  where  they  can  be  preserved.    Some  of  our  out-of-date  publications  are  of 
great  value  to  the  history  of  archaeology  although  they  are  not  now  of  much  sci- 
entific merit.    We  should  note  that  were  it  not  for  the  patient  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Bloom  our  library  would  become  chaotic.    To  Mrs.  Bloom,,  Miss  Eades.  and  the 
Library  Committee  we  give  the  annual  tip  of  the  hat  in  recognition  of  their  help. 

Mrs.  George  Verrill  joined  us  as  Secretary  in  March  and  since  that  time  has 
taken  capable  care  of  this  office  with  all  its  ramifications. 

Mr,  Philip  F.  Watson  joined  us  as  Custodian  late  in  May.    Due  to  his  tire- 
less efforts  the  building  has  been  kept  immaculately  clean,  and  our  floors  put 
in  better  condition  than  for  years. 

With  the  near  completion  of  the  instalation  of  the  North  Room  it  is  en- 
couraging to  look  forward  to  a  resumption  of  work  on  the  analysis  of  collections, 
and  preparation  of  long-overdue  reports  on  our  work  in  Maine  and  other  areas. 


Respectfully  submitted s 


Douglas  So  Byers 
Director. 
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